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SPEECH OF MP. EDWARD EVERETT,
OF MASSACHUSETTS,

Ou the Lol American Treaty concluded with |
U veat Britain on the 19th April, 1850,

o —————— ———

Ix BexarTr, Mancu 21, 1853,

Mr. EVERETT said: Mr, President, it has not hemi
my intention, 85 I had the honor to state to the Sennte on

Thursday last, to engage in the debate which has been |

conducted with so much ability in this place during the |
last eight or ten days. .
1t was quite natural, in fuet it was unavoidable, that
thé Senator {rom Delnware, (Mr. Cravrox,) after return- |
ing to the Senate, of which for twenty-four years he had
been one of the brightest ornaments, should be desivous |
of availing himsell of the fiyst epportunity of Yll:ihcnt-'n_.' I
the vegotintion bf the treaty of the 1tth of April, 18560, |
which was conducted by him under the direction of Pre- |
gident Tuylor. It was not less a watter of conrse that
the chairman of the Committee on Forelpn Helations,
Mr. Masox, ) and that the Senator from Llinois, (Mr.
Dovaras,) who had taken purt in the debates of the last |
session, should reply to the statements of the honer ble |
Senutor from Deluware.  Bur, for my own purt, my bhum-
ble connexion with the affalrs of Central Amorien is much |
more recent and slight,  Euntirely a stranger to the vego- |
tiation of the treaty, and not less a strauger to the debate |
which took place in this ehamber in the carly part of the |
last session, 1 shouli have considered it rather obtrusive |
to throw mysell into the discussion of the general sub-
jects which huve been controverted with so wuch ::l-;ul.y i
by the gentlemen to whom I bhuve just alluded. 1 wil
also take the liberty to say, that when 1 took my place |
spon thix tloor about three weeks ago—and I consider it
the highest honor of my public life that 1 have been per- |
mitted 16 have a seat here—1 came here in such a state
of complete exhaustion, bodily and mental, after the fu-
tigues of the lust winter in apother cupacity, that I felt
myself altogether indisposed to auy conslderable mentul
exertion. |
But the discussion that has taken place in reference to |
the history of past events has connceted itself with the
present condition of affairs in Central America, toward
which my attention has been recently ealled. A commu-
nication was mude to the Department of State in the early
part of February by the Minisier of the Dritish Govern-
ment, at Washington, with the express intimation of o
wish that the purport of that communication should in
some proper public form come hefore the Government of
the United States. That was done through the medium
of a report from the Departinent of State to the Dresi-
dent, of the 16th of February, which was by him sent to
the two Houses on the 1ath of the sawe month. ‘Thntj
eomumunlicition seemed to me to afford an epportunity of
making « new effort, with considerable prospeet of sue-
cess, to bring ull the difficult controverted mutters in thut
quarter to an amicable and desirable issne. It seemed to
me partioulirly to suggest the propriety of putting our
diplomatic relations with Central Awmerica upon n better
and more eficient footing than they bave stood upon for |
same time past. This suggestion wus made by me to the |
President; it was approved by him, was by him submit- |
ted to Uongress, and has been honored by their sanetion;
the two Houses huving made the requisite sppropriation
for a full minister to be sent by this Government to the
States of Central Amerien, to reside at ecither or any of
the capituls of those States, rvspectively, as he may think
expedient, aud thus to be able to bring to bear all the in-
fluence of his character and station in recouciling the dilli-
cuities which exist between those Republies, aud bring-
ing the questions at issue between them swil ustoan |
amicable settlement. '
®  There are other circumstances which led we to suppose |
thet this was a propitious moment for making this effort ;
and it does seem to me, from the choracter of the recent |
debate, that if it should now finally terminate without |
any allusion to those cireumstances, it would, as I stated |
tust Thursday, leave upon the public mind not only an
incorrect but n somewlhat painful impression as to the
read state of affairs in that part of the world, snd cur
conpexion with them ; that the eountry would be alarmed |
with the idea that the state of affairs is more eritical in |
that quarter than it really is,  To rectify this Impression |
ig the muin object of my nddressing the Senute at this |
time. - |
Before 1 do this, T wish to make my ackvowledgment

to the distinguished Senator from Winois, (Mr. Dovaras,) | B9 ¢ sion when we could bave enlisted nctively in their
whom I ilo not ot this mement see in his place, for the afinirs with any prospect of _~l-ni:\g them the least ;,:Io-uq.
sery complimentary notice he was pleased to 1uke of the or w'.th.-llr:_nh-;,:u_-ln--: from oll the safe and settled princi-
vetter adlres=ed by me on the lst of December to the | j'.“*.i ef policy of our own couniry. g
Miuisters of France and Eugiand on the subject of the | Buatat length the time came; atlongth an era opened,

tripartite convention relating to Cuba. I | gouid think
that he did not, in the warmth of the argument in which
he was engaged, overstate the merits of that lecter, ||
should certainly feel that, with the favorable notice taken |
of it by.so distinguished a juige, my highest ambition ns
& public man vnght to bei satisfied. © 1t was a subject of |
great difficulty, importance, and delicacy, dividing to some |
extent the opinious of the people, and it was my desire |
in that matter to find out if possible, nod to nseert a line |
of principle aud of policy which would be generally ap- |
proved by the country; which would show that it was |
possihle to raenncile the progressive epirit and tendoney |
of the conuntry and of the nge with the preservatiom of |
the publie faith, with the sunctity of the publie honor, |
and with the ates of an enlightened and liberal con- |
servatisin. This was the object which I had in view, and
if I shall be thought in any degre Ave o
my utmost smbition will be = ied.

Allow e to say one other w
this topie, of a perzonal pature. Called a= I was, in the |
month of November Inst, without a day's preparation, |
sfter a retirement of seven years from all active partici-
pation in political life, to oceupy—but alas! sir, how far
from filling—rthe pluce of one o the foremost stutesmen of
the nge: called wpon within three or four weeks, the |
greater pagt of which time was passed in the bustle of a |
public house, without a book to refer to, without a leisure |
woment for research or inquiry, to take up such impor- |
tant questions as the Lobos Islands, the Crescent City |
affuir, the dificulty about the fisheries, nnd then this last |
great subject of n tripartite convention; to diepose of all
theve questions under the daily pressure of the routine of
the Depaptment—enough of itsell to put to the test the
stoutest capucity of labor and endurance—I did feel thiut
this was n task of no ordinary magnitude, and one that |
ehould entitle & person to some charitalle consideration |
for any imperiection or defect in the performance of his
duty. And, sir, if in the State papers which 1 was oblig- |
ed, in very rapid svccession, to produce, it shuuld be
Lound, under the severe scrutiny to which they must of
necessity be suhjected, that some things—as I understand
i+ alleged to be the cose—are omitted which had better
heen said, that gome things are put forward which hind
better been reserved for other opportunities, and some
things stated, abstractly true, but without sufficient gua-
lification and goards, if any thing of this shall be found, |
1 trust that due allowance will be made ; as 1 also confi-
dently trust it will still be found that there is nothing in |
thetn committing the honor or the interest of the country. |

The honorable Senator from Illincis cited some sen- |
tences from my letter of the 1st of December, 1852, which |
he thought were in direet contradiction, on the ground of |
constitutional principle, with some of the provisions of
the treaty which was negotiated by my friend from Dela- |
ware. Now, sir, | think that if a due allowance is made |

for the entir iference in the nature of the cmnpacts, |
ard of the relations of the contracting parties to the sub- |
jeet-matter, the total dissimilurity in the geogenphical and |
historieal cirenmatances that give the charncter to the
two conveutions, it will be admitted that the constitu- |
tional doubt which 1 expressed—for it was but a doubt— |
and which applied in the one case, does not apply in the
other. Sir, the compaets wire totally different. One of
them, the Cuban eonvention, wonld not have reeeived, 1
am sare, o single vote in the Senate, if the Executive hnd

been i1l advised enough to serd it bere, The other was
confirmed by a majority largely exceeding that which was |
required by the constitution. The Senator from Dela-
ware hns suid thut he concars in the principles of the
letter of the 18t of Decomber, and he has shown you that
the pnll('y :Illf“l"l hy him towards Cubn was I'-r' cisely
the same as that porsued by the late Administration, |If

| ally of great magnitude.

| kave no doubt, and prosper.

cutiers upon Ler disputed froutier.’

disabled from making itself felt in any relations with for-
eign countries, like the population of the State, the noble
State, which [ bave just named. The State with which

| we hiave heen brought most into connexion, that of Niea-

ragun, sceording to the scoount of Mr. Bquier, has but
two bundred and fifty thousand inhabitants, and ten thou-
sand only of these ure of the pure Eurcpean blood, whilg
the rest, the remuining two hundred and forty thousand,
are of mixed races, colors, and castes,

1 do not say this by way of disparagement. 1 de not
can to argue that onr relntions with these Slnl.:eu ure
unimportant because they nre smull.  They are incident-
| do not undervalue thuae Jittle
Republies. They have had every thin? to eontend with,
They were educated in the worst possible poiitieal school,
thit is the old Spanish colonial regime, They have struggled
into independence under the grestest inconveniences and
obetacles. They wre ju theivinfuney, They will grow, 1
They have u beautital po-
sition, lying between the two great oceans, with some of

the finest ports upon either shore. Their climate, fur a |

tropical climate, ig for theanost part salubrions and agree-
able, Wbey bave nfertile soil which yields uil the valu-
able products of the tropics, and they have mines of silver
aud 2ol ; they have lakes and rivers whick furnish fueili-

ties of communiestion; they have agriculture and some |

commerce ; and they have made some progress in the urts
of civilization  But they have yet n great deal to learn ;
aud It will be for their permanent advantage if in the re-

sult of thelr communication with other Powers move ud- |
| vanced than themselves they shall derive some important

lessons.  Their internal fends are deplorable, and their
incessant border wars are o drawback upon all progress.

While | um speaking, the State of Guatemala, witha popu- |

lution of eight bundred thousand, is marching an army of
six thousand mwen ngainst her sister State of Honduras

! with three hundred thousand ; and Honduras, in her turn,

is sending n military foree to dislodge the English wood- |
Sir, these feuds, |
thess border wars and contentions, cun produce, they do |
produce, o other result than a series of bloody revolu-
tions, which, besides leaving themn in o state of almost
semi-barbarism, have the efieet of disheartening their
frieuds in every otber part of the world. |
These States have formed, or at least have endeavored
to furg, their political institutions after the model of wur I
own, While they might have learned from us that o |
federal union which, leaving every thing that belongs to
local administration to the separate States, confers on the
cetral government only those matters that are of general
concernment ; in short, a government like eurs, if wisely |
and purely sdministered, may be the strongest govern- |
ment on the earth, as I belivve ours in the long ran will turn
out to be; on the other hand, there is no form of govern-
ment s0 weak, g0 hopeless, so contemptible as that of
smaull separate Stutes lying side by side withont harmony,
without sonecrt, andemyploying all their energiesin making
war upon each other. )
Though there was a great interest taken by the United
States in the fortunes of the Spanish American colonies
when they threw off the yoke of the mother country, and
asserted their independence—an interest mainly inspired |
by the kindling cloquence of Henry Cluy—there was per- |
haps no part of these vast territorial possessions that ex- |
cited less interest than the five States into which the an- |
cient kingdom of Guatemala resolved itself., They were
smull sepurately and small eollectively., We had little or
tip eommercial intercourse with them, They had no great
phices of resort to attract the curiosity of the traveller;
i fuet, we kuew but little about them; they weve al-
most lost upon the map of America. In 1822, the year
after the revolution was effected, the State of San Snlva-
dor passed o fwrmal nct in her Lopislature providing for
har incorporation futo the Amerioan Union ; she sent two
commissioners to Washington to enrry that actinto eifect.
I do not know that the least notice was taken of them. 1
sappese they were treated with personal civility, asa
matter of course, but no communication wis made to |
Congress upon the subject. I am not sare that any offi-
ciul response was made to it, even from the Executive.
am inelined to think thers was none. At subsequent pe-
riods, and wnder various Administrations, attempts were
made to enlist the setive interference of the United Srutes
in favor of the Central American Republics, but never
with (e leart success under any Administration. I do
not suy this repronchfully ; it is no matter of reproach,
Locking hack for a period of pearly thirty years, upon
the Listory of these countries, I cannot find the time nor

not ouly in our own history but theirs, and in the histo
vy of the whole world.  Ydu know that I refer to the ac-
quizition of Califuruia, and the discovery of its gold.
Then, sir, au intense necessity was immediatoly felt for
the specdiest and most cconomical nnd most convenient
routes of communication between the Atlantie and the
Pacific oocaus ; betwoen the Atluntic States and our new |
ncquisitions on the shores of the grest sea, Then, sir,
the tide of emigration—I cannot compare it to any thing
elge but what | have witnessed a hundsed times on the
seashiore—the tide of emigeation, like the tides of the
ocean, went pouring down the cozat, swellivg over every

rock and every shoal, rushing into every inlet, tarning
back the currents of the rivers, and seeking by o kind of
irresistible moral necessity am outlet into the Pacific
veean. The project of a canul had®often been sturted

surveys undertaken; but nothing practical had been done.

thing practical mast be dene, Attempts were commenc-
e, and preity soon we heard of small steainers that were
nuvigatiog the inland streams nnd lakes of Contral Ame-
rien, and companies of pilgrins of both gexes and of all
nges from the United States woere scen winding their
way through those dark tropical forests, through the
branches of which the rays of the sun had never pene-
trated since creation.

A charter for & canal was soon granted by Nicaragus
to a_company of American citizens, and if no political
difficulties had existed, and if Central America Lind been
cecupied by a population like that which poured the waters
of Lake Erie into the bed of the Hudson at Albany, 1do
uot know, that it would be extravagant to suy that at this
very moment three-masted vessels of twenty feet draught
would be navigating the waters of Lake Nicaragua, on
their way to the Pacifie.

Lat unfortunately political obstacles did exist—obsta-
cles of all kiuds,

neighboring States of Nicaragua and Costa Rica. There

was # difference between Nicaragus and the British Gov-*

ernment, assuming to be the protector of the Mosyuito
Iudinns ; and jealousies, it must be said, were entertain-
ed—unfounded jealousies, 1 think—but jealousies were
sincerely entertained between the United States and Great
Dritsin, that each of these great maritime Powers was
desirous of obtaining some exclusive advantage to itsell
in reference to the opening of this route of interoceanio
communmication,

Now, sir, it was » great objeet, as I understand it, of
the treaty negotiated on the part of this Government by
my {riend from Delaware, to remove these difficulties,
particularly so fur as the United States und Great Britain
were concerned ; and to establish the principle that
neither of these great Powers wished for any separate and
exclusive ndvantage. That treaty was negotiated pre-
cincly on the principles that had governed every move-
ment and every stop which had been taken from the first
by the United States, in reference to artificial interocennic
communieation. As I think, it was theright principle ; that
is, that neither party should seek any exclusive advantage ;
wnd thatthe two great Powers would uuite, so far as de-
pended upon them, in opening this great pathway to the
commerce of the whole world.

It is o point which I think has not reeeived suflicient at-
tention, viz. that if the whole matter was to be peaceably
lisposed of, it was absolutely necessary that snch an un-
derstunding should take place between the United States
and Great Britain, The United States conld not take o
grant of exclusive privileges from Nicaragna, beeause
Niewragua was not in o condition to make such a grint,
She claimed an unbroken sovereignty over the whole
route.  Hhe was satisfled that her elaim was good, and

there is the difference which the Senator from lilineis Perhnps we were satisfied that it was good.

thinks there is between some of the doctrines of the Cu-, *¢If that it was: but it was not uncontested. There was
ban letter and the prineiples of the treaty, 1 should feel | A09ther great Power that denfed the validity of the claim:
that it behooved me quite as much to ook to my letter ns | THETE-WAN & groat Power that set up rival pretensions, and
it does the Sonutor from Delaware to look to his treaty; i Was necossary (hat these should be disposed of ; and
and, instend of nttneking him, I should think it was much ""'."‘ s | Enie ns the great ohject, or one of the great
wiser for me to look around to find how 1 might fortify Objects ‘“I ' the treaty of the 10th of April, 1854,
mysell. 1n fact, my fricod from Delaware is one of the | Avd 1 will suy I wish to do no more ind no less than
last men with whom [ should wish to engage in & parkia. JU9Hee 10 Great Britain; and although she did set up this

elaim, and although we think it unfounded, yet, in refer-
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Jonrnals to*see the effusions of the loyal feeling that was
| eonstantly poured out from these colonies, when the pub-

| the Prime Miuister, was drawn into & war with Spiin, in
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of a pame. Anditis certaiuly nothing more. There is|
in an important document which lies on your table, a let- |
ter from Mr. Rives to Mr. Clayton, Bacretary of |
State, giving & report of a conference whiech he had, by |
direction of the Department of State, with Lord Palmer- |
ston on his way to Puris in 1849, Lord Palmerston said |
to Mr. Rives :

“ From a very carly peried the Mosquito Indisns had been |
treatod by the DBritish Government ag u so and o iode- |
pendent State. They had what was ealled » king, who, by-
the-by, he ndded, (says Mr. Rives,) in & tone of pleasantry,
was us wuch o king as you or L”

After this necount which the British Miuister for For- |
cign Affuirs gives of the Mosquite kingdom and of the |
Mosquite king, I think it would be wasting the time of |
the Senate of the United States for me to bestow many
wonls to prove the inanity of the king and kingdom, Ne-
virtheless, it was really u-ian:i:;t affnir. There was |
something of bistory in it. 4t n . It rau |
linck lvmﬁ-vnlurh‘ﬁ, ’;ml Great Britain llpl.:ld:tm, appa-
rently in good faith, that i the course of these two cen-
| tories she has contracted certain obligations and duties
| towardy these Mosquito Indians, now reduced toa mere
"handful] and they in the most wretched eondition, whicl
| she does not feel herself at liberty to disregard.

This Mosquito kingrdom, in its origin and progress, is
veally a little more important than it might otherwise be
| thought. It played s very iwpgriant part in the history
of the world. It was a prominent incident in the Spaui=h
coloninl system, which for & century snd a hulf gave a
| charscter to the polities of the whole eivilized world.

America having been discovered by the great navigatur
| who sailed under Spanish auspices, Spain possessod Ler-
self of the largest and the noblest part of the continent,
| From California to Cape Horn, with the exception of Dra-
| zil, every thing fell into her hands. It was not merely
the lorgest and fairest part, but it was the part which
contained within itsell those tropical treasures, and espe-
cially those treasures of silver and gold, which have in 411
times overmastered the imaginations of men, Why, sir.
I believe such was the state of things in the seventeenth
century that the whole exportable product of whatis now
known as the United States did not exceed one half a mil-
lion of dellars ennnally; and that, I need not tell yon,
wus perbaps go more than half the smount contained in
one of the trensure ships which were regularly dispatebed
from Vern Cruz to Cudiz. Spain locked up all this trea-
sure benewth the bolts aud bars of her colonial wonopoly.
She did no more with respect to her colonies than England
with respect to hers, It was the aneiont colonial system;
but the prodactions of the Spanish cclonies were so much
miore important than those of Engliud, that the whole
commercial worldl sought its revenge by endeavoring to
foree a contraband trade with the Spanish colonies, This
teade was curried on by the wholesale and vetail, by pri-
vate individuals and by armed squadrons, by adveuturers
in whom the trader, the buecaneer, and the pirate were
g0 much mixed yp that it was hard to say which charac-
ter prevailed,  After Jamaica was conquered, in the time
of Cromwell, that island became the basis of these opera-
tions. Spain, of course, sought t» defend herself, and
she not only instituted o line of guarde costas ull along
Lier shores to drive off every vessel that was seen hover-
ing in those wnters, as if a pestilenct lurked in her sails—
for such wus the detestable character of this ansient colo-
nisl system—but she also undertork to institute a right
of search of any merchant vessel wheh should show itseil
within a considerable distance of th: Spanish eoast. Of
course this led to infinite collisions. Vars were constantly
breaking out ; in these wars islauds vere seized and estab-
lizhmeats were formed upon the man. Roatan and the
other Buy Islands were captured bv Admiral Vernou in
the first half of the last century, Vhen the war ceased,
these islands would Le sarrenderel nnd the establish-
ments given up, or pretended to begiven up. Dut the
peioe would prove to be aliollow trues, and the same sys-
tem of forcing & contraband trade wmld recommence, the
same right of search would be inzituted, war wounld
break out again, and then the snme ircle of operations
was repented. : ;

It is but fuir to say that, in this long struggle of a cen-
tury and a balf, the whole commerc’al world took sides
againgt Spein.  We now ave inclined b sympathize with
Ler; and we think but meanly of this Mosquito protee-
torate, and we regard the occupation of those islands and
these eetablishments on the main by Great Brituin asacts
of tujustice and violenpe, But it was no theught so then.
The whole commercial world, exelusive of Spain and her
aliies, sympathized with England, and no part of the
world more than the English colonies; now the United |
States. 1 have been amused in reading the old colonial

lic mind was greatly exeited in England upon subjects of
this kind, On that memorable oceasion, which you re-
collect from the Listory of those times, when a certain
Captain Jenkins was brought upon the floor of Parlia-
ment, and exhibited bis mutilated ears, and a fragnent
which bad been torn from one of them, and produced
such an excitement that England, against the opinion of

the whole compass of the Dritish empire there was per-
baps nowhere such fervent, loyal zeal exhibited as in
these transatlantic eolonies. In the war which teok place
the flects and armics’ of England were recruited in these
|.-\l|u-rim colonies, 1 can tell you, sir, that in the old |
| grave yards of New England you can still read the epi
tuphs of men who brought home the disenses of the tro
pics from TPorto Bello and Carthagenn. There are men |

tiained it | before, prepositions had been made, charters applied for, | now living whose grent-graudfathers laid down their |

| bones upon the Spaaish main, Sir, the name of the home I

1 a= 1 have alluled to | Dut now it was plain that the time had come when some- | of Washington upon the hanks of the Potomae, here i

| your neighborhood, derived its origin from the enthusinem |
| felt by Washington's elder brother for one of the unfor- |
{ tunate heroes of those wars who found upon these pos-

tiferous coasts an encmy against which human courage
| and strength were of no avail—

“You, gallant Venxox, saw
The misernble seene ; you pitying saw
To infant weaknes« shrunk the warrior's arm;
Saw the deep-racking pang, the ghastly form,
The lip pale quivering, and the beamless eye |
No more in ardor bright ; you heard tho groans |
OF agonizing shipe frowm sbore to shore; [
Heard nightly plunged beneath the sullen wave
The frequent corse,”

| 8ir, it was owing to nothing but the yearnings of a
foud maternal heart that our heloved Washington himself,
for whom o warrant as midshipman in the royal nuvy had

| been obtained, did not, a few years later, enlist himself |

ficing his life iu the support of the system of which this I
wretehed Mosqnito protectorate was a part. |

Such was the origin, sach the foundation of this Mos- |
quito elaim, carried on in defiance of the power of Spain |
as long as the power of Spain existed ; and after the Spa- |
nish colonios threw off the yoke, carried on in defisnce, or :
with the acquiescence of the coterminous States. Such |
Funderstand to bave been its origin, such its history, re- |
duced at the present day to very small dimensions, the |
state of affairs having wholly changed, and the English |
{iovernment Laving no longer any interest or any motive |
in adbering to the protectorate. Such she assures us is
the ease.

Now, in referdnce to this cans), its southeastern ter- |
minus—the port of San Juan—fell within the limits of |
the territory which was claimed to be—claimed to be is
all I say—under this protectornte, This claim was of |
course denied by Niearagun, She lad temporarily pos-
sessed Lerself of the port after a long dispute with the
Dritish: but in January, 1848, the Nienraguans were
promplly expelled by an English force; and the first |
thing that was done by the British anthority—and [ must
say, in my opinion, iu very had taste—was to change the
ancient enphoneous name of “San Juan del Norte, or San
| Juan de Nicaragua, (1 do not \gare which,) into the mo-
| dern and to my ear very insipid appellation of Greytown.

I hape the first thing that will 1.:%-:»:9 by the indepen- |
dent wuthorities of San Juan, if they are independent,
will be to change it back again. Let us again have that |
fine old and well-sounding Spanish name. !

Now, as | =aid, the convention negotiated hy my friend
from Delaware, with the approbation of the President, on |
| the 19th of April, 1850, removed a considerable part of |
| the obstacles which grew out of the claim to the protec- |

| Rien nnd Nicaragun were still at variance. Nie
| refused, in any way, to recognise the indenendent exist-|
| ence of the Mosquito Indians, She refused to renounee
| her territorial rights to San Joan. In the mean time the
| preliminary surveys bad been institnted, and it was |
| found that the eanal would not pass all the way on the |
left bank of the river. 1t was found thut probably in |
some places it would go into the bed of the river snd |

mentary warfaee, even with the advantage of the allinnce Iiil other pinces it would go on the right bank of the :
of w lendor =0 vigorons und skilfal as the Senator from ©Nee o the canal, she sct it up only to waiveit. She did | river; snd Costa Rien claimed that her rightful botin- |
Hlinsis. 1 shoudd fear thaet that allisnce would prove an not make any ose of this pretension to obstruct the execu- | dary emme up to the right bank of the river. Then how |
“entnngling aillunee” to me, which, if not absolutely = 1on of the wrter which Nicarngua had given. She said,  could we get along with a charter that was given up- |
unconstitationsl, it would be very unadvisable for me to B effect, that Ni arngun Lind no right to give such a ¢char- | on the prinr-ip'.n of the exclusive bover-igm,’ of Nieara- |
enter inta. & ter, hecnuse she did ot awn the territory for the whole | gua? It was impossible that foreign eapitalicts, who do |
But it 14 tine that [ should proceed to the exposition aistance, But she did not uss her riesl claim to obatruet | not enter into these matters with the critieal skill of di-
which I projose to make. and which I must forewnrn you, ".';,'t "]”"'f"’» U the contrary, it was one of the leading | plomatists, would risitheir eapital ina country like Cen-
Mr. Precident, in the outset, is to be of & plain, business- olyects of the Convention of the 10th of April, 18560, to  tral America, where domestic feudd and border wars are
like churacter, which it would be jdle to seek to fnvest Give the nssent of Great Britain to the execnsion of that | the order of the day, to build an enormously expensive
with any rhetorical nitractions.  Our relations with Cen- charter which wis granie] 1o American citivens. Ehe Ienml which would cost perhaps $100,000,000, over dis- |
tral America hnve for some time furmet) one of the most | ERTE her own consent in the form of .,I,mining the assent | puted territory, where the soil was lable to be '".M:
important topies of cousideration within the whole range | 0 the Mogquito Indians, over whom she cluimed s pro- | from them at any moment by n contesting Power. It
of our foreign relations—an importance out of all pro- tectorate. It wus anly « form of giving her own consent. | Wits necessiry that something further shoold be done to
portion to the consequence of these Btates themselves : She not only gave ler own conrent, and that of the Mos- | ndjust nll these controverted questions, !

that is, either to their population, to their politieal weight,
or to sny commercial relations which wo sither huve or
ever can expect fo have with them. The five States.
Guatemala, San Salvador, Hondurss," Nisarsgun, snd
Costa Rien, all together da not contain » population
greater than that of the single State of Obio.
pupulation, instead t{f_b-'lll;( compaet, homogenenns,
brought together, is «hnrl.gd into five States, with their
onpitals aremote from eaoh other, with very inudequate
moeans of communication; and in other respects wholly

And that |

quite Indians, but she undertook ty use ber influence, in

Who should do it?  The mediation of the United States |

| had no longer the

ed, it seerned impossible that any body else thuu the iwo
friendly Powers could undertake it. Accordingly they
felt it their daty to undertake it, and in the mdnth.l
think it was, of July, 1851, & conference was held here,
in Washington, between the Seoretary of State and the
British Minister om one side, and the envoys of Costn Riea
and Niewragun on the other; but without apy favorable
result.  About that time Niearagus bad entered into n par-
tinl confederacy with Honduras and Ban Salvador, to
strengthen herself ngaivst Costa Rica. She had merged
her separate political sovereignty in this federation, She
wer, if she had the desire, to treat
saparately upon this swhject,

An interval of eightor ten montlis accordingly followed.
At length it was thought by the two Governments that o
further deloy was out of the question ; that it wagalreudy
amounting to an indefinite postponement of all energetic
procecdings towards the eonstruction of the canal ; snd it
was absolutely necessary that something decisive should
be dowe.  Agcordingly, in the month of April, 1852, the
Seeretury of Stgte und the British Minisver, acting vuder
the instructions of their Governments respectively, came
together und helld conferences on this subject ; and, after
muature deliberstion, they ngreed to the propositions com-
monly called the propositions of the 30& uFA pril, 1852,
which were to be offered to the two Governments, They
were ouly advisory, They eould be nothing else. They
were recommendations of two friendly Powers, having no
interest ut variance with that of cither party; re?nﬂliug
them both with the most frieudly eye ; aud anxiously seek-
ing the best method by which all these difficulties could
be reconciled, and an effectual impulse given to the exe-
cution of the great work., They were only propositions.
They were not & eonvention. They were the basis of o
convention that was to be submitted to the two Govern-
ments of Nicaragun and Costa Rica. After having been
arranged with great deliberation here, they were sent by
separate commissioners to the eapitals of Niearagua and
Uosta Rica. They were accepted by Costa Rien; they
were rejected by Nieuragua., Now, sir, let us for a mo-
meat consider what these propositions were.

1 shall not take up the time of the Senate by going in-
to a very great detnil. Tt would be hard to be understood
without amap of the country, snd without more time than
it would be convenient for the Senate to hestow on the
subject; but the main ohjects were few and simple. The
first wus this: out of the very large tract of countrylying
eust of Nieuragua covered by the claim of the Mosquito
Indians, to retain a moderate reservation for the tempo-
rury use of the Mosquito Indians, They were all to be
collected here; they were to be withdrawn from every
other point which they may have occupied. In the centre
of the coast of this territory lay the aucient settlement of
Bluefields, the foundation of which runs back into the
seventeenth century, if 1 am not mistaken. They were
ull to be brought together ou this reservation, and all the
rest of this large territory west and south of the reser-
vation was to be ceded in full sovereignty to Nicaragun.
This cession ineluded the much desired port of San Juan,
The great bone of contention, if 1 may =o eall it, was to
be given up to Niearngua by these propositions; and in
consideration of this large cession of tervitory, aud of get-
ting rid of the disagreeable contraversy, it wasproposed—
proposed only, allthis wasa proposition—that Nicaragua,
a5 o pecuniary indemuity to the Mosguito nation, should
pay to them the nett proceeds of an ad valorem duty of
ten per cent, upon articles imported into San Juan for
three years. How much that would amount to I cannot
undertake to say, but Ido not suppose it would amount in
the whole to more than fifty or sixty thousand dollars,
That was the entire pecuniary consideration which wasto
Lie paid for the surrender of the sovereignty of San Juan,
and for the cession of the rest of the country lying west and
southwest of the reservation to which I have alluded.

This was not all.  The reservation itself was not intend-
ed to be perpetual, On the contrary, it was expressly
provided, in a separate article, that the terms of the set-
tlement should not preclude Nicoragna from making any
private agreement she might please withthe Mosguito Iu-
diaus for what we should call the extingnishment of their
title. She was to be at liberty at any time to make a pri-
vote arrangement with the Mosquito Indians for the final
extinguishment of the title, and consequently the absorp-
tion ‘of the reservation into the Niearaguan State—the lu-
dians to be incorpornted with the citizens of thut State,
of course; which would be no hardehip, because by far
the largest part of the population of Niearagua is compos-
ed of the native race and their desoendants,

Tlese were the propositions as far us concerns the Zlos-
quito prateotorate and San Juan, and all that part of the
cuntroversy. Niearagna being so highly favored on that
side, it was thought no more than reasonable that Costa
ilica, the ciher party, should be somewhat favored on her
side ; vot, however, by giving her all that was asked, be-
cause she claimed to go up to the San Juan river through
its wible extent from the [i)ake to the ocean. . That was
not admitted in the proposition. She also claimed that
she bud an equal right with Niearagun in the port of S8an
Juans That could not Ue admitted, becanse the exolusive
suvereiznty was proposed to be given to Nicuragua; but
it was proposed that Costa Rica should go the Colorado,
a branch that strikes off from the San Juan to the right,
and ;fwiu[q the lurge delta between the Colorndo and the
San Juan to Nicaragua, that Costa Ripa should follow up
the right bunk of the Colorads, then the right bank of the
San Jusn to the lake, and then that the southern shore

| of the luke should be the houndary, with the privilege of

navigating the lnke; and then the river La Flor to the
Pacifie. [ adwit thaet this was & boundary fuvorable to
Costa Rica, though it did not, as I have said, give her all
that she thought she was entitled to; and Nicaragua had
Leen greatly favored on the other gide, But how, ina
boundary contest between two Powers of about equal
strength, can you ever come to o settlement on any other
basis than that of compromise and neatral concession?

| The United States and England have done it over and over

sgain. We claimed our boundary on the northeast as run-
ving up far heyon! the river St. John—for we have our
San Juan too—we claimed that we went far beyond that
river on the northeastern boundary of Maine. England
said that the boundary line began at Mars' Hill, far south
of the 8t. John, The controversy lasted fifty years ; and
finully we were obliged to settle it by each party giving
up something of its extreme pretension.

Ho it wes on the const of the Pucifie. There we claim-
ed up to 54° 407, The Dritish said, on the other hand,
that the line ought to follow the Columbia river down to
the Pacific. The two countries were brought almost to
the point of eollision on this question; but at last it was
thought on all sides that the only practicable and honor-

iere were dissensions between the | in those diksstrous wurs, with an equal prospect of sneri- able mode of settling the question was to adopt a middle

term, and take the line of the forty-ninth degree of lati-
tude—which was the boundary east of the Rocky moun-
tains—as the line of demarkation to the sea, If great
Powirs like England and the United States, the lending
Powsers of the commercial and maritime world, find it ne-
cessary to settle their border controversies by these mu-
tual sacrifices, can Niearagua, can Costa Rica expect to
sdjust theirs on any better principle? However, as I
said, the terms of the settlement proposed were accepled
by Costa Rica, but Nicgragua did not think it expedient
for her to adopt them.

While these matters were passing, & very singular event

| oceurred in San Juan, of which I believe I can best give

an account to the Senate by reading an extract from a
despateh of our consalar agent, Mr. Doone, who arrived
at San Juan on the 8d of June last. Ie writes the fol-
lowing, under date of the 5th of June, 1852 :

“I find the Government of the place in the hands of a vor-
paration, or organization, formed principally of American oiti-
zens, It consista of s mayor nn-‘rl city eouncil. Thay have
a consti'ution which recognises the trial by jury, and is ulto-
gether formed, as far as it goes, npon liberal principles. They
have o well organized police, judges, and aldermen, all elect.

| od annually by the people. There in likewise n captain of

the port and a health officer.
adwitted free of duty,” * »

“In March last, Mr. Green, the British consul and agent of
the Mosquite King, prosident of the then ecouneil at Grey-
town, upun the request being made by some of the principal
inhabitants, iesued a proclamation or order for # convention
of the people of the town t4 meet and frame o new constitu-
tion. 'Tho convention was hold and the present®onstitution
was adopted, under which all the before mentioned officers
have been elected,”

All articles of commerce aro
-

Now, this Government is earried on under the name of

I think my- | torate ; but there were other difficulties remsining. Costa | the Mosquito King; and Mr. Boone represents that there

is o decided prepondernnce of the Dritish influence in the
Government. The officers, hy the way, 1 am informed,
are all American; but 1 donbt mot that Mr. Boune cor-
rectly states the fact that they are decidedly under Dri-
tish influence. T suppose this is pretty nataral, consider-
ing the previous history of nffairs there; because this
small municipality naturally relies upon the name of the
Mosquito protectorate as a security for the present against
the invasion of the State of Niearagua, until they shall be
sufliciently strong to protect themselves,

With respect to the manner in which afairs are manag-
ed by this new wunicipal Government I would speak with
some reserve. I do not like at this distance to give a de-
eided opinion founded upon ex parte information; but 1
must say that this new Government, though founded on
principle, with which, in the United States, wo must have
all our sympathies enlisted—that of popular election—
would seem to be carrying on their affairs very badly.
They have lately, by an act of violence, for which no doubt
gome provocation was given, @ ncross the river and

ulled down the buildings of the transit company ; and 1
have also receivod information of some trunsactions to-
wards certain French settlers established there, whieh, if
they nre truly represented, will involve the municipal au-

coujunction with the United States, to obtain that of Costa | and Great Britaln had over and over ngain heen inyoked | thorities of this new corporation in s heavy responsibility

Rico ; so that whatever we think of her rights as the
proteotor of the Mosquito Indinng, ske svailed herself of
them, not to obstruct, bat to aid the work.
Now, as to the protectornte which Girent Britain elsims
it E her right and her duty 1) cxercise over the Mosquits
nos, my friend from Deluware has charscterized it
very weil. Using the famous motto of Juniva, he has
| ealled this Mosquito kingdom nominis umbra, the sitadow

| by both States. u the treaty of the 19th of April, 1860, |
' to which I have saoften to allude, there was an !
| stipuintion that if any differences existed between the
Sates or the Governmentin reference to the canal, or o

question of right of property connected with it, the bt:{

contrnoting parties would exert their good offices to re-

[
|

i ded opinion upom ex parte information,

to the French empire. As I said before, these may be
unfounded reports, and it would he wrong to form a deei-

new constitution is organized upon popular principle, that
it will by a wise administration ds omﬁtm a]::l.: l:l?ﬁdl
Such was the state of things in that quarter when I

eoncile those differences, =0 that, while it was .m:nm;i went into the Department of State lust November. It

| necessary that the work of adjustment should be attempt-

was out of my power for some time, for causes beyond

| over the city. 1 feel, it is true, that there will be some
| inconvenience in that course, if this town is to grow.

I hape, as the |

my control, to give any uuololth ation lnl -
e o e a0 s to he negelnions I e
we received the information that s change of Ministry
had taken place in England, and that a new Government
bad been formed under the Earl of Aberdeen, as Prime

that onw of the first
had directed its a with the view
sbout some practioal terms of final t, were
these difficulties in Ceotral America. W (
you, Mr. President, that this communioation uced
an agreenble impression on my mind. It remainded me
of what took place eleven or twelve years ago when I
found myself in London in another capacity as the repre-
sentutive of this Government. You recolléct that at that
time we were still involved in the controversies about the
uoriheastern boundsry, the affair of the ** Carolive,” the
arrest of MeLeod, uad the seizure und detention of Ame-
rvican vessels on the coast of Africa. These subjects had
been disoussed, some of them for half a century; and
with no other effect than to confirm each in the
convietion that it had &ll the right on ity own side; and
in fuct to bring the tws great Powers to the verge of a
conflict. Buch way the condition of affairs at that time,
In this state of things, late one night in December, as T
waug meditating upon these matiers, not in the best spirits,
and feeling u pretly heavy sense of responsibility as to
my own position, havivg been sent there to discuss all
these questions without & word of instruetion from the
Government upon any one of them, I received a note
from Lovd Aberdeen, appointing an interview for the next
day, the object of which turned out to be to inform me
that the Queen's Governmmont, lately formed under Sir
Robert Peel, had come to the conclusion to make a new,
and, as it hoped, a successful attempt to settle all mat-
ters in controversy between the two countries; and that
for this purpose it had determined to send u special Min-
ister to the United States, and had selected Lord Ash-
burton for the mission on the express ground that, though
he would of course look after the interests of his own
country, he was the individual perhaps in the whole
British empire in o position to undertake the duty who
would carry to the United States the kindest feclings and
the most friendly domestic and personal assoelations,
1 confess that that communication, made in that amioa-
ble tone for the express object mentioned, did, as it were,
lift w somewhat heavy load from my mind. I thought 1
saw abno great distance the prospect of an adjustment
of wll these embarrassing and dangerons questions—ua
prospect which was so happily realized in the course of
the summer by the gonclusgion of the treaty of Wyshing-
ton of the Oth of August, 1842,

It may be comparing small things with great, but 1
must say that it was with a somewhat similar feeling of
satisfaction that I found that ome of the first acts of
Lord Aberdeen’s new Government was to make an over-
ture to us for the settlement of this, not so formidable,
but still by no menns inconsiderable difficulty down in
Centrul America. The purport of the communication
was, that the Government of her Britannic Mojesty was
disposed to agree to almost any thing reasonable. It
was willing to recognise, it had recognised, the independent
Government that was set up at San Juan.  With respect
to the protectorate, it desired nothing more than to be
wholly disembarrassed from it, so far as it could without
an entire sacrifice of the duties of charity and paternal
regard which it owed to the Lroken-down fragments of
the Indian tribes which for two hundred years had been,
to o certain extent, under its tutelage. It wished only
to get out of it with honor and credit. That wus the
purport of the communication. It was willing to go there
with the United States, and treat with the municipal an-
thorities of San Juan, and was willing that they sliould
continue to govern the territory, American citizens
though they were. It was willing that they should con-
tinue in power under the cover of the Musquito King, or
they might assume the absolute sovereigaty, and extend
Jjust such pratection to the Ludisns as their condition and
wants shonld require.

They invited us to go there with them, to join them in
treating with the municipal authorities, and if the arrange-
ment eould be completed, then to join, not in guarantecing
the independence of this little new republic—for that it
was thought would not be deemed by us an advisable
step—but to act in concert with them in preventing the
overturning of the new State by viclence from abroad,
and in extending such friendly countenance to the poor
remnants of the Indians «s would prevent them from
perishing from the face of the earth,

I must confess that I thought this n very reasonable
and satisfactory communieation. I thought it held out
the prospect that something substantial would at length
be done. 1 consequently made the suggestion to the Pre-
sident to which I bave alluded, which was approved by
him aud sanctioned by Congress, that, in order todo our
part toward bringing about this arrangement, we should
put our diplomatic relations with those States upon the
most advantageous footing. I will eny, however, that 1
thought, and still think, that instead of recoguising the
independence of this new municipal orgaunization, this
free vity of S8an Juan—(and it appears to me it would be
like one of the Hanse towns of Germany )—eonsidering the
antecedents of the guestion and the history of the whole
affair, it wonld Le better to renew to Nicaragua the pro-
positions that we made to her last April, and give up San
Juan to her, and allow her to estublish ber sovereignty

For, mind you, siv, it will be an American town. Mr.
Doone writes that out of seventy vessels that arrived in |
the six months he was there, sixty, if [ recollect, were |
American vessels pand if the canal is to be constructed,
as this will be the eastern terminus of the great route of
interoceanic communicntion, it will become in time a great
American city, inhabited, fgp the most part, by citizens of
the United States; and I do feel that there will be a con-
giderable inconvenience, with this prospect, in requiring
the little independent municipslity, which has now as-
serted its inberent right to establish its own government,
to go back under the sovereignty of Nicarngun. BStill,
under the circumstances of the case, 1 should be in favor,
if it rested with me, of giving Nicaragun that option, and
trusting, I have no doubt safely trusting, to her good
sense not to press the inhabitants of that city. T believe
she would give them an independent government, and
allow them to carry on their affairs in their own way, by
means of monicipal authorities of their own election,

Now, sir, how far this project will succeed depends very
much, in the first instance, upon the individual sent on the
mission. I look "ipon it as a very important mission.
Small as those States are, I really think that at thistime
it is more important who is sent by the United States to
Central Ameriea than who is sent to London, to Paris, or
3t, Petersburg ; and [ must say, without intending to use
any lunguage of compliment, that I place entire confi-
dence in the President of the United States, that, out of
the able and distinguished men of his own party, he will
select the right man. 1 have no doubt he will do it, and
I'bave pleasure in saying so, The only diplomatic ap-
pointiwents which have yet been made by him, that to
Switzerland and that to Peru, are sufficient pledges to my
mind that he will haveregard to meritand to qualifications,
Those appointments, in my opinion, do him the highest
lionor, as they do the highest honor to his political friends
upon this floor, who confirmed them without hesitation
and without a division. 1have no doubt that Le will be
governed by the same good zense in the appointment to
be made for this mission: and if the right man can be
found, and if he ean be induced to go down there to take
this work in hand and bring these protracted controver-
sies to n desirable conclusion, he will cover himself with
honor. 1 do not see any point in the range of our fureign
relations where so much good 1s now to be done.  And,
sir, allow me to say one other word om this point. It
seems to me that this is the lnst ochancg we have for set.
tling affairs on o desirable and honorable footing. If this
fails, 1 do not mysell see any hope of taking up the sub-
Ject in any other form with s better prospect of success.
If we cannot now settle ull these matters and remove all
the difficulties that obstruct the execution of the eanal,
as fur as depends upon politieal considerations, 1 do not
see but that Niearagua snd Costa Rics must be left to
struggle on together with each other, with the certainty,
the moral and politieal certuinty, that the construction of
the canal through their country is indefinitely postponed.
Whether that would be for the interest of Nicaragua it is
fur her to judge.

, by which I mesn what s commonly s0 considered,!
' f:fdn‘ out of the sccount Belize and munl,'_l cnnnot
see but what has done all she coutracted to do.
There may have some differenee in the interpretation
which the two parties placed upon the stipulation, but she
has been continually receding. She has given up this,
and she Las he is demirous mot only to
signed the oy r‘%‘.n'“;?““"i“.‘."-"‘“ “'tll':“ o4
& Le sovereignty o uan, _ ® oes~
sion of the whole 1 uito country east :;bﬁm it
& suspicion of bad fuith, which I
upon either party; if there were o disposition % cavil
g&u the occasion, it might he said rather that the United
tes, in view of the recent transactions at Fan Juan, had
broken their fuith, for thero we see an independent Goy-

not adwmit, could rest

ernment estal iteelf by a ar movement, and
ereating n municipality nnpouclp of American citizens.
We all know that the ‘Government of the United Statss

ghum nothing to do jn bringing it sbout. The utmost
lh:t“nﬂdm.—ud I de not know that we have doce

hat—is to furnigh some degree of counbenance and recog-
Rition towards the new municipal govermment. But yet
the fuct is that there is an independent Government at
8an Juam, under the mame of the Mosauito king, it is
true, but composed of American citizens elected by the
people. ¥ mention this only to show that if one were dis-
posed to take exception, there wauld be reassusble ground
for taking it against the United States,

With respect to the settlements at Belize, after all that
haus been said in the course of ths winter on this sublect,
especinlly nfter the specches of ihe Senator from Mary -
land (Mr, Prarcr) and the Senator from New York, I;Iyr
Sewann ;) after the view taken of the subject Ly the Com-
mittee on Foveign Relutions in their able repose, find the
explanations that have taken place in the course of the
reeent discusaion, T do not think it would be warth while
for me to take up the time of the Senate by dwelling upon
the question. I believe it is now sdhittog upon sl sides
of the Senate eamber, let the decision of the phi-
eal question be what it may, let the Belize be ir Central
America or in Mexico, let the origin and chamaeter of
these settlements be what they will, that they not
in the contemplation of the ies to the treaty st the
time i::;ns negotiated, or of the Senute at the time it was
approved. ‘
Attention wus not at ull turned to these settloments.
The parties had something else in view. They were think-
ing of the eanal and the menns of carrying forward that
great work of interoceanic communieation.

The same remark may be made in reference to the Bay
Islands. They have been for a century and more a part
of the dependencies of Belize, and it was not the unger-
standing of the contracting parties that they should be
Wffected one way or the other by the stipulations of the
treaty of 10th of April, 1850,

I understand tlie facts in reference to the recent estah-
lishment of the colony to be these: These islands were
umong those which were seized, given up and seized agnin,
while the state of thi lasted whieh I described in a
former purt of my remarks, snd finally the English of late
years have considered that the title * de fucto and de jure "
(1 quote the words of & despatch of Lord Palmerston,) was
in them. As to the validity of the claim, I huve net a
word to say. 1am only stating the pretensions of Eng-
land ; and I suppose it is admitted that at the time the
treaty was negotinted those dependencies were not any
mote thun Belize itself understood by the negotintors to
be included in the stipulations of the treaty. Twe or
three years ago, as I understand, the inhabitants of the
islands, not heing very numerous, sent & messenger to the
superintendent of the Belize, and informed him that they
were without any regular government, and that they
wished one to be established. He told them, very reason-
ably, that her Britannic Majesty could not afford to gov-
ern them for nothing; and that they must see how much
they could Faise by voluntary taxatien to defray the ex-
penses of the Government. They held a meeting and
agreed that they would tax themselves £200 a year. They
seut word of the result to the superintendent of the Be-
lize, who told them that for that he thought he could get
them a regular Government. In consequence of that, the
order of last July was issued establishing the colony of
the Bay Islands. Buch is the acecount | have received of
the origin of this colonial organization—not, however, I
ought to add, from any officinl source, -

If these fucts are, ns [ have stated, I think it may be
said that there is no violation of the stipulation of the
treaty in organizing that colony. At the same time, I
must candidly say that I think it is an ill-advised step.
I have no doubt it bas been hastily taken on the sugges-
tion of the colonial authorities, and that it has been pass-
ed imadvertently through the Foreign Office at London
without a suflicient congideration of the circumstances of
the case. I think that the organization, the avowed orga-
nization into n colony of islands belonging geographically,
whatever may be the case politically, to Central America,
and within sight of the Honduras coast, is, considering
the just susceptibility of the American mind on this sub-
ject, which is not greater than would exist in England on
u similar subject and in a parallel state of affairs, & very
ill advised and indiscreot step. I'have no doubt the con-
sent of the Home Government has been surprised into it
by the officious zeal of the colonial authorities, and I en-
tertain a strong expeetation that when, through the dis-
Enauionste representation of this Goveramont, it shul be

rought to the consideration of the Dritish Minister, it
will be retraced. T hope it will. I think it will be as it
was in the case of the Sandwich islands in 1843. You
know that at that time the United States first agreed to
recoguise the independence of those islands. A commu-
nication was made by me to that effect to the Dritish
Minister for Foreign Affairs in London. He agreed that
bis Government would recognise their independence, and
use its best influence to induce France to do the same.
The next news that came was that Lord George Paulet,
who commanded the British squadron in the Pacifie, had
seized the islunds, had struck the Hawniian flag, and
hoisted the flag of England. The first thing done by the
British Government was to disavow the rash and unau-
thorized nct. It was the same thing with the seizure of
Tigre island by Mr, Chatfield, in 1848 ; and although the
case is different, these islands having for a long time been
in the unqualified thouph cantutecgl possession of Great
Britain, 1 do think, undir all the circumstances of the
case, that on a calm and dispassionate representation
from this Government, this hasty step will be retraced.

With respect to the transactions at Truxillo, we have
nothing but newspaper information on the subject, and
even that informs us that there has been no bombardment,
no eannonading of the place, as at first re + but Bir
George Seymour, the commander of the Dritish squadron
in the West Indies, an officer of t moderation, who is
distinguishod for his friendly feelings towards the United
States, and 4t whose instance the Dritish Admiralty have
very lately put in the possession of Commodore Perry,
commander of the squadron sent out by this Government
to Japun, & large number of charts and hyd phic
works—every thing, in short, to facilitate the expedition—
has sent n war steamer to Truxillo to tell the authorities
there that they must recall an srmed party®which they
had sent over the frontier to break up the sottlements of
the English wood-cutters on the river Limas. I do not
think any thing serious will grow outof these transactions;
and I ean only say, that, if there were a disputed bounda-
ry between us and Mexico, and Mexico were to send an
armed foree to break up a settlement of Americans, and
d#stroy their establishments, I think we shadld tell them,
in the plainest terms the English langasge contains, that
the United States did not unﬁerluml that way of settling
boundary controversies,

The Senate will infer, from what I have now said, that
1 do not apprehend any disturbance of the peaceful rela-
tions between this country and Great Dritain, in conse-
quence of the state of things in Central America. In the
Inst speech which I had the honor to make in the House
of Represcntatives, now eighteen years ngo, 1 expressed
the opinion that there was no danger of n war betwoen
the United States and France, with whom our friendly re-
lations were serionsly menaced in consequence of the de-
lay of the French chambers to make an appropriation to
oarry into effect Mr. Rive's treaty of indemnity. T am
not sorry, in raising my voice for the first time as o mem-
ber of the Senate, that it is for the 8u|me of expressing
similnr sentimouts in reference to Great Pritain,

It is not becanse either in this case or in that T am in-
different to the interests or the honor of my country. Far
otherwlse, sir: it is because I do not think thnf are in
danger. 1 agree with the distingnished Senator from I1i-

I have taken up more of the time of the Senate than 1
intended, and have now sald all that 1 have to say on the
main subjeet. Defore I take my seat, however, I will add
o few words in reference to topics on which 1 may be ex-

ted to say something—I mean the Belize, the Day
slunds, and the recent operations in Honduras, and the
opinion entertained by distinguished Senntors that those
settlemernts and operations furnish just ground for ne-
cusing England of a breach of the stipulations of the tren-
ty of the 10th of April, 1850, In referemce to this I will
enndidly say that I do not think England hns either vio-
lated, or intended to violate, the faith of that treaty.
Why should she? What had she to gain by entering into
u treaty stipulation with no other intention than to broak
it? Bhe was not obliged to make the treaty. BShe had
no motive in making it except the motive of faithfully
exeaminF its provisions, She owed us nothing in refer-
ence to Uentral America or the canal. We had no claim
upon her which required her to enter into the sompnot
with us. What possible inducement of interest or ambi-
tion, or any, other corrnpt motive that could influence a
Btate, can it be supposed England could have had to enter
into the treaty for the sole purpose of breaking it? Why,
sir, there was diffionlty enough before. The pretension to
the Mosquito protectorate was itself troublesome enough.
Why should England voluntarily and gratuitously add to
that diffioulty a new difficulty that would imledhtex
present itself by breaking her .olm{ﬂ;ll bted faith wi
the United States! I oannot think that she would be so
senseless as to do it

nois (Mr, Dovcras) that England does not love us. In
the relations of conntries which governed by Consti-
tutions, by Parliaments, and by Congresses, there is no
room for love or for hate, or for any sentimental influence ;
enlightened regard for the public interest is the only rule
of netion. It is only under absolute Governments, under a
monarch who, like Louis X1V, can say, I am the State,”
that there is room for love nnd for hute, Betweenus and
England, and the rest of the constitutional Powers of Eu-
rope, there is room only for the influence of the diotates
of nn enlightened regurd to the public weal. Dut this [
will may, that I am porsunded at this time that with all par-
ties in England n mutoally beneficial, peaceful interconrse
with the United States is considered s cardinal principle
of the policy of the Government; and I think that on our
side toward England, and toward Europe, we ought to
consider n mutually beneficinl, pmcfnri.:'amw LR
cardinal principle of our poliey.

1 cordinlly sympnthize with the distinguished Senator
from Illinois in the glowing views that he entertaing of
the future growth and glory of our country. 1 wish [

fuuld ersunde him that this git;;{m future of a\nm'irz:
8 not inconsistent with an equally nuspicious foture

the friendly Powers of A fwhll could perenade
him that that part of the world i:mmdnﬂ;l‘y the re-
e vty 1 Berors, e 1s
soribed, but every conn n ;
some than in others, but visibly in all, there in progress
that liberal ideas .:::iﬂ;v&; thnt popular Inlﬂnﬂm
and influences are forming Ihx::!m ; that

Then in reforence to the affairs of Central Amorica pro-

melioragion of the laboring classes is on; that edu-




